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CHRISTO
COMBINATION HEATER/OPEN FIRE

Operation Instructions

DANGER: The Christo must be installed as per installation schematics and instructions with venting to aid
the dispersion of heat from the unit. Caution must be exercised to ensure there are absolutely no
conibustible materials near the heater.

The operation of the “CHRISTO” HEATER/OPEN FIRE like all Metal Dynamic products has been kept simple.

The Christo has four main Air Intake Spinwheels located on the ashpan area. The two centre knobs are fixed
and the two outside knobs are adjustable. To operate the outside spinwheels, simply turn the control knobs
anticlockwise to open and therefore increase the intensity of the fire, or clockwise to close and slow the fire
down.

An additional air control is positioned at the top of the glass door. This allows an air wash to be drawn over the
door which aids in keeping the glass clean. To open this air control, lift the black knob located on the R.H.S. of
the door, up. Pushing the knob fully down closes the air control. This (along with the spinwheels) should be
closed for extended burn times.

If during the slow burn the fire goes out without burning the fuel load, which can occur in low draught
situations or with poor ar wet wood, vou may need to allow a small amount of combustion air into the heater
at all times through one of the spinwheels.

The Two Sided Christo has air controls on both sides which can be operated independently or in conjunction
with each other. If operating the unit from both sides simultaneously, you WILL NOT need to open the
spinwheels as wide as when only operating from the one side only. Doing so could produce extreme heat
event and prove dangerous.

Never leave the Christo unattended with all the air controls fully open. THIS IS TO PREVENT A DANGEROUS
OVER-FIRING SITUATION.

Note: The glass will soot up whenever the airflow over the glass is reduced or when closed down to achieve
extended burn times.

The Ashpan is fully removable to allow for disposal of ash which has passed through the grate. This should be
checked and emptied as required. If the ash pan becomes over full the fire may not burn as well, as air may be
restricted from reaching the fire.

Always leave a minimum of 25mm of ash in the firebox “well” surrounding the grate. This acts as a good
thermal insulator and helps extend burn times.

LIGHTING THE CHRISTO (DAMPER & AIR CONTROL OPERATION)
(Check for correct clearances from combustibles and correct flue installation before commissioning the
Christo)



Set and light the fire using paper and kindling (fire-lighters may be used). Have the air controls open. As the
fire becomes established set the air control to the desired position to maintain the required fire to heat your
area. The position will vary depending on the area being heated, the draught capability of the Christo, quality
of the fuel being used and desired temperature required. Let experience be your guide.

NOTE: Open the firebox door slowly when refuelling the Christo to prevent smoke being drawn into the
room.

For extended burn times reduce or close the door air flap/s and all the spinwheels. If the fire goes out leave
one spin wheel slightly open. This will vary from installation to installation.

OPEN FIRE OPERATION (if fitted)
Note: The operating efficiency of the Christo is reduced in this operating mode.

To convert to Open Fire Mode, pull the two black knobs found on the bottom lower left and right hand side of
the door support frame inwards. This will release the door and a counter weight will allow the door to lift and
disappear behind the door fascia. To reposition the door simply pull the door assembly by the locking knobs
down over the locating pins and refasten the door by pushing the black knobs outwards.

CAUTION: GLOVES MAY BE REQUIRED TO PREVENT BURNS AS SURFACES MAY BE HOT.

GENERAL INFORMATION
e Rake grate and clean ashpan out regularly (rake and cleaning tool provided).
e Avoid wet or green wood — these will cause maintenance problems in any boiler.
e Briquettes or coal may be used in the Christo heater/open fire and will give good overnight operating
temperatures.
e Check and clean flues and smokeways at top of boiler at least every 6 months.

e A hot fire burning slowly produces little or no smoke. A cold fire smouldering produces maximum
smoke.
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CHRISTO/SOPHEL FIREPLACE INSERT INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS

AS/NZS 2918:2001 ( Clause 3.4.1.2) & Amdel Report ATL26-09

Client:
Client Ref:
Appliance:
Test Fuel:

Warning:

Note:

Floor Protector:

Flue System:

CONFORMANCE CRITERA

Albury Consolidated Industries

Albury Consolidated Industries Date: 24/02/2010
Christo/ Sophel Inbuilt wood heater/ hydronic boiler

Wood Only

All inbuilt Christo/Sophel units must be installed in a non-combustible enclosure with

clearances as per the installation drawings supplied with each unit.

INSTALL AS PER AS/NZS 2918; Clause 3.4.1.2

Before installing the appliance, the enclosure shall be thoroughly cleaned and inspected to
ensure it is properly constructed and in sound condition The enclosure should be capped
with a minimum of 12mm compressed cement sheeting supported if required by steel
lintel(s). The enclosure requires ventilation of not less than 10,000mm?, NOTE: installation
with the standard surround allows for ventilation of 60,000mm?

Refer to diagram SO/CH 8

The enclosure requires air vents to be located a minimum of 300mm below the ceiling height of
the room in which the enclosure is constructed.

AS PER AMDEL TEST REPORT ATL26-09

Tested with 30mm thick sheet of fibre-cement (3 x 10mm thick sheets) with a thermal
conductivity of 0.23 W/m.K underneath the heater.and extending 600mm in front and
200mm from the sides of the firebox door opening. The floor protector has an air gap to the
floor of 25mm with supports at 290mm spacing, running front to back.

1. Fully inbuilt non-combustible enclosures terminating above the roof as per a normal chimney:-

INSTALL AS PER AS/NZS 2918; Clause 4.11 & 4.9.1 Refer to diagram SO/CH 8 (RH example)

Requires a standard 200mm active flue pipe terminating with ventilated chimney cap and cowl
(REF: drawing SO/CH 8-Right Hand Example). The air gap between the flue pipe and the
enclosure/chimney shall be open at the top of the chimney to the extent that the total opening
area is not less than 10,000mm? .the chimney exit shall be fitted with means to prevent
significant ingress of water and debris, and such means shall be constructed and fitted to
maintain a total opening area at the chimney exit of not less than 10,000mm?. (ie install with
correctly manufactured Cap & Cowl)

2. Non-combustible enclosures terminating below the roof: -).

Install flue as per test Report No ATL26-p4. (REF: SO/CH 8-Left Hand Example)

The enclosure should be capped or registered with a minimum of 12mm compressed cement
sheeting supported if required by steel lintel(s), installed below ceiling height within the non
combustible enclosure. 200mm active flue pipe may be used within the non-combustible
enclosure. Where the flue passes through the capping of the enclosure (See Dia SO/CH 8 LH
example) the flue shall be double cased and ventilated through the capping, the ventilation



coming from inside the enclosure.

The vented double casing (I.E. Triple skin) starting from a minimum of 150mm below the top of
the enclosures compressed sheet capping and covering the active flue to its termination with an
approved vented cowl, the required distance above the roof so as to comply with AS/NZS
2918:2001 Clause 4.9.1

SOPHEL/CHRISTO
FLUE CONFIGURATIONS
DWG SO/CHS
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GENERAL MAINTENANCE & INFORMATION
(ALL MODELS)
IMPORTANT: READ THIS PAGE

Fire Bricks: The fire bricks are made of high grade refractory mortar which will give good life if maintained by
rendering periodically with fire cement.

Due to the large nature of the bricks, it is not uncommon for cracks to develop. This is easily repaired with fire
cement by jointing and rendering the surface of the brick.

Surface Finish: Due to the hard working nature and high temperature of the stove, the painted surface will
wear with use. This is normal and will need to be retouched from time to time.

To clean up spills and splatters wipe with a damp cloth or pour a small amount of boiling water from a kettle
over the affected area and then wipe.

When stains become unsightly, repaint affected area. The stove surface will need to be cool and clean.
Remove any loose material or fat.

The new paint will cure and harden when the stove reaches good working temperatures.

If staining of the stove top proves troublesome, the entire stove top may be oiled with light grade cooking
oil and then cured with heat as per section below on care of oven trays. This will however give the stove top
adifferent appearance.

We have enclosed a tin of fire cement and touch-up paint, which you will find in the ash pan of the Supreme,
Grand Cuisine and Clarendon cookers (not applicable for Gourmet and Dynamic boiler models).

The Oven Thermometer (not applicable to Dynamic boilers) is used to provide a good general indication of

© the oven temperaliife, however it may.ter\.d to readigveer than the actuar oven temperature as tne
thermometer is positioned in the cooiest part of the oven. The oven thermometer has been calibrated to give
the most accurate reading during the normal cooking range. It may therefore read high when the stove is not
lit. Let experience be your guide.

Care of Oven Trays (not applicable to Dynamic boilers): To season and protect oven trays and prevent rusting,
first wash and dry the oven trays, then coat with cooking oil and place them in a hot oven to cure. When cured
the oven trays will have a golden brown appearance. This coating will protect the oven trays. If coating wears,
repeat application. .

NOTE: This process can also be used to cure and protect the steel of cast iron cookware.

OPERATING HINTS
e Always open damper controls on stoves and boilers before refuelling.

* Rake grate and clean ashpan out regularly.

° Avoid wet or green wood. These will cause maintenance problems in any stove or boiler.

* Briquettes or coal may be used and will give good overnight operating temperatures.

®  Check and clean flues and smokeways at least every 6 months.

* Ahot fire burning slowing produces little or no smoke. A cold fire smouldering produces maximum
smoke.

¢ Condensation may form in the fire box or ashpan area when the stove is lit or cold. This will evaporate
as the stove warms. The condensation may be more pronounced in CD models.

¢ Check rust inhibitor in central heating cookers and boilers every 6 months or after any major boiling
or water loss.
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WARNING

KEEP THESE INSTRUCTIONS WITH YOUR INSTALLATION BOOKLET FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

WARNING: The appliance and flue must be installed in accordance with AS/NZS 2918, and
the appropriate requirements of the local building authority. Mixing of appliance or flue
system components from different sources or modifying the dimensional specification of
components may result in hazardous conditions. Where such action is considered, the
manufacturer should be consulted in the first instance.

NOTE: REFER TO AMDEL TEST REPORT SHEET INCLUDED WITH YOUR APPLIANCE FOR
MINIMUM SAFETY CLEARANCE REQUIRED FOR THE HEARTH, APPLIANCE AND FLUE.

HOT WATER JACKET (IF FITTED)
WARNING: Do not connect to an unvented hot water system. Install in accordance with AS

3500.4.1 or NZS 4603 and the appropriate requirements of the relevant building code or
codes.

WARNING
OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE
1. WARNING: Any modification of the appliance that has not been approved in
WEIERE, IS Consiaeed as DreachiniZz the avove menvoned and possicie owner

Australian and New Zealand standards.

N

WARNING: Do not use flammable liquids or aerosols to start or rekindle the fire.

3. WARNING: Do not use flammable liquids or aerosols in the vicinity of this
appliance when it is operating.

4. WARNING: Do not store fuel within heater installation clearances (refer to Amdel
Test Report provided).

5. WARNING: Do not operate with ashpan door open. WARNING: Open air controls
before opening firebox door.

6. CAUTION: Do not operate if the glass door is cracked. (NOTE: Replace firebox door
glass with pyroceramic glass.) Clean glass when the unit is cool using glass cleaner
and newspaper.

7. CAUTION: The use of some type of preservative-treated timber as fuel can be
hazardous.

8. CAUTION: The appliance should be maintained and operated at all times in

accordance with these instructions.



OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND SAFETY

REPLACEABLE COMPONENTS
Door seals, glass seal, grates and fire bricks should be inspected and replaced as required.

RECOMMENDATION ON FUEL TYPES AND STORAGE
We recommend the use of quality dry well seasoned hardwoods as the preferred fuel for
your Thermalux Christo. Firewood should be stored undercover.

PROCEDURE FOR SOOT OR CRESOTE FLUE FIRES

Should you experience a flue fire through the excessive build-up of soot or creosote in the
flue, PLACE ALL CONTROLS TO THE CLOSED POSITION (i.e. close all air controls). Maintain
vigilance until flue fire is extinguished. Have the flue cleaned and examined for safety.

REMOVAL OF ASH
Ensure excess ash is removed from stove in a non combustible container with a tightly
fitting lid and is moved outdoors immediately to a location clear of combustible materials.

SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE
Refer to installation, operating and maintenance instruction. For additional information,

consult vour Thermaiux dealer or the manufacturer.

THERMALUX

P.O. BOX 565
ALBURY NSW 2640

AUSTRALIA

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES
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